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DETAILED ACTION 



Priority 

1 . Acknowledgment is made of applicant's claim for domestic priority under 35 
U.S.C. 120. The PCT Application Number PCT/US04/09986, being filed on April 1, 
2004. 

2. Acknowledgment is made of applicant's claim for foreign priority under 35 
U.S.C. 1 19(a)-(d). The certified copy has been filed in present Application No. 
10/551 ,868, filed on November 2, 2006. 



Information Disclosure Statement 

3. The information disclosure statements filed January 27, 2009, June 20, 2008, 
and September 30, 2005 have been submitted for consideration by the Office. They 
have been placed in the application file and the information referred to therein has been 
considered. 



Specification 

4. Applicant is reminded of the proper language and format for an abstract of the 
disclosure. 

The abstract should be in narrative form and generally limited to a single 

paragraph on a separate sheet within the range of 50 to 150 words. It is important that 
the abstract not exceed 150 words in length since the space provided for the abstract 
on the computer tape used by the printer is limited. The form and legal phraseology 
often used in patent claims, such as "means" and "said," should be avoided. The 
abstract should describe the disclosure sufficiently to assist readers in deciding whether 
there is a need for consulting the full patent text for details. 
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The language should be clear and concise and should not repeat information 
given in the title. It should avoid using phrases which can be implied, such as, "The 
disclosure concerns," "The disclosure defined by this invention," "The disclosure 

describes," etc. 

5. Applicant is reminded of the proper content of an abstract of the disclosure. 

A patent abstract is a concise statement of the technical disclosure of the patent 
and should include that which is new in the art to which the invention pertains. If the 
patent is of a basic nature, the entire technical disclosure may be new in the art, and the 
abstract should be directed to the entire disclosure. If the patent is in the nature of an 
improvement in an old apparatus, process, product, or composition, the abstract should 
include the technical disclosure of the improvement. In certain patents, particularly 
those for compounds and compositions, wherein the process for making and/or the use 
thereof are not obvious, the abstract should set forth a process for making and/or use 
thereof. If the new technical disclosure involves modifications or alternatives, the 
abstract should mention by way of example the preferred modification or alternative. 

The abstract should not refer to purported merits or speculative applications of 
the invention and should not compare the invention with the prior art. 

Where applicable, the abstract should include the following: 

(1 ) if a machine or apparatus, its organization and operation; 

(2) if an article, its method of making; 

(3) if a chemical compound, its identity and use; 

(4) if a mixture, its ingredients; 

(5) if a process, the steps. 

Extensive mechanical and design details of apparatus should not be given. 



6. The abstract of the disclosure is objected to because throughout the abstract, it 
states the terms such as "In the invention..." and "...as provided", which is improper 
language for the abstract. The applicant is required to delete such terms to provide the 
abstract with proper language. 

7. The abstract of the disclosure is also objected to because in lines 1-2 and 7-8, 
the abstract refers to purported merits or speculative applications of the invention, which 
is improper content for the abstract. The applicant is required to delete all references to 
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purported merits or speculative applications of the invention to provide the abstract with 
proper content. Correction is required. See MPEP § 608.01(b). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

8. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

9. Claims 1-10, 15-21, and 25-29 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Wisniewski (Pat Num 3,482,030). Wisniewski discloses a connection 
system (Figs 1-4) for interconnection of communication media, such as CATV cables or 
electrical cables which is simple in construction, easy to install, provides authorized 
access to the cable ends but provides unauthorized access and provides adequate 
protection against entrance of water into the interior (Col 1 , lines 51-58). Specifically, 
with respect to claim 1, Wisniewski discloses a connection system (Fig 1) comprising an 
housing (11) defining a cavity (inside of 10) and including an opening to allow access to 
the cavity (between end walls 36 & 37 and opposite horizontal wall 35 when cover 23 is 
removed), one aperture (bottom opening) extending through the housing (11) capable of 
receiving communication media (not shown. Col 3, lines 15-20), one or more connectors 
(27) mounted within the cavity (inside of 10) and being capable of interconnecting 
communication media extending through the aperture (bottom opening. Col 2, lines 30- 
35), a cover (23) capable of cooperating with the housing (1 1) to define an air reservoir 
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containing a portion of tine liousing (1 1 ) including tine opening (inside of 1 1 ), the 
reservoir (inside of 1 1 ) and tine liousing (1 1 ) to prevent fluid entering the cavity (Col 3, 
lines 30-33). With respect to claim 2, Wisniewski discloses that the system (Figs 1-4) 
further comprises a lid (13) capable of being removably mounted into the opening to 
seal the cavity (Col 3, lines 27-37). With respect to claim 3, Wisniewski discloses a 
system (Figs 1-4) wherein the connectors (27) are coupled to the frame (24), wherein 
the frame (24) is capable of being pivotally mounted to the housing (1 1 ) to move 
between a first position in which the frame (24) is contained in the cavity (inside of 10) 
and a second position in which the frame (24) extends through the opening (inside of 
1 1 ) to thereby allow access to the connectors (27, when cover 23 is removed the 
brackets holding the connectors are also removed). With respect to claim 4, Wisniewski 
discloses that the cavity (inside of 10) has a first cavity (inside of 1 1) and a second 
cavity (inside of 10), wherein the connectors (27) are mounted within the first cavity 
(inside of 1 1 ) and the housing (1 1 ) and the cover (23) are arranged such that the first 
cavity portion (inside of 1 1 ) is contained in the air reservoir (inside of 1 1 ). With respect 
to claim 5, Wisniewski discloses that the aperture (bottom opening) extends into the first 
cavity portion (inside of 1 1 , Fig 3). With respect to claim 6, Wisniewski discloses that 
the second portion of the housing (1 1 ) is capable of receiving further connectors, such 
as the attachment of the locking bar 12). With respect to claim 7, Wisniewski discloses 
that the housing (1 1 ) has first and second opposing ends (bottom and top ends 
respectively), wherein the opening is positioned at the first end (i.e. bottom end) of the 
housing (1 1 ), when cover (23) is removed, and the second end (i.e. top end) of the 
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housing (1 1 ) forms a base (at 35). With respect to claim 8, Wisniewsl^i discloses that 
the system (Figs 1-4) further comprises a container (10) having a container opening 
(when 13 is removed) to allow the housing (1 1) and the cover (23) to be positioned in 
the container (10) in use (Fig 3). With respect to claim 10, Wisniewski discloses that the 
container (10) is capable of being positioned in the ground during usage (Fig 1), with the 
housing (11) positioned below ground level, wherein the communication media extends 
into the container (10) through an aperture (when 23 is removed) from below ground 
level conduit (Figs 1 & 3). With respect to claim 15, Wisniewski discloses a method of 
interconnecting communication media (i.e. cables. Col 1, lines 51-58) wherein the 
method includes extending communication media into the internal cavity (inside of 1 1) 
defined by the housing (1 1) through one aperture (opening when 23 is removed), 
wherein the housing (11) has an opening (when 23 is removed) to allow access the 
cavity (inside of 11), interconnecting the media using one or more connectors (27) 
mounted within the cavity (inside of 1 1 , Col 2, lines 30-35), and positioning a cover (23) 
over the housing (1 1 ) such that the housing (1 1 ) and the cover (23) cooperate to define 
an air reservoir containing at least a portion of the housing (11) including the opening 
(inside of 1 1), the reservoir, and the housing (1 1 ) to prevent fluid entering the cavity 
(inside of 1 1, Col 3, lines 30-33). With respect to claim 16, Wisniewski discloses a 
method wherein the step of extending the communication media through the aperture 
(when 23 is removed) includes inserting the communication media (cables) into the 
cavity (inside of 11) through the aperture (when 23 is removed) and sealing the aperture 
(when 23 is removed) with the cover (23) to prevent fluid from entering or leaving the 
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cavity (inside of 1 1 ) through the aperture (Col 3, lines 30-33). With respect to claim 1 7, 
Wisniewski discloses a method further comprising positioning the housing (11) in a 
container (10) through a container opening (when 13 is removed, Col 3, lines 10-19). 
With respect to claim 18, Wisniewski discloses a method further comprises positioning 
the housing (1 1) adjacent the container (10), extending communication media (cables) 
into the cavity (inside of 1 1), interconnecting the communications media to connectors 
(27, Col 2, lines 30-35), and positioning the housing (1 1) in the container (10, Col 3, 
lines 10-19). With respect to claim 19, Wisniewski discloses a method wherein the 
housing (11) has first and second opposing ends (bottom and top ends respectively), 
wherein the opening is positioned at the first end (i.e. bottom end) of the housing (11), 
when cover (23) is removed, and the second end (i.e. top end) of the housing (1 1 ) forms 
a base (35), wherein the cover (23) comprises an upper member (Fig 4) having side 
members (39) extending perpendicular therefrom, wherein the cover (23) is positioned 
adjacent the opening (when 23 is removed) in use (Fig 4), wherein the side members 
(39) extend toward the base (35). With respect to claim 20, Wisniewski discloses a 
method further comprising removably mounting a lid (13) in the opening (when 13 is 
removed) to thereby seal the cavity (inside of 10, Col 3, lines 27-29). With respect to 
claim 21, Wisniewski discloses a method including a connection system (Fig 1) 
comprising an housing (1 1) defining a cavity (inside of 10) and including an opening to 
allow access to the cavity (between end walls 36 & 37 and opposite horizontal wall 35 
when cover 23 is removed), one aperture (bottom opening) extending through the 
housing (11) capable of receiving communication media (not shown. Col 3, lines 15-20), 
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one or more connectors (27) mounted within tine cavity (inside of 10) and being capable 
of interconnecting communication media extending tlirougli tine aperture (bottom 
opening, Col 2, lines 30-35), a cover (23) capable of cooperating with the housing (11) 
to define an air reservoir containing a portion of the housing (11) including the opening 
(inside of 1 1 ), the reservoir (inside of 1 1 ) and the housing (1 1 ) to prevent fluid entering 
the cavity (Col 3, lines 30-33). With respect to claim 25, Wisniewski discloses a system 
(Figs 1-4) capable of protecting contents against immersion in a fluid (Col 3, lines 38- 
46) comprising a housing (1 1) defining an internal cavity (inside of 1 1) capable of 
containing the contents (i.e. cables) and including an opening to allow access to the 
cavity (between end walls 36 & 37 and opposite horizontal wall 35 when cover 23 is 
removed) and a cover (23) capable of cooperating with the housing (1 1 ) to define an air 
reservoir containing a portion of the housing (1 1 ) including the opening (inside of 1 1 ), 
the reservoir (inside of 1 1 ) and the housing (1 1 ) to prevent fluid entering the cavity (Col 
3, lines 30-33). With respect to claim 26, Wisniewski discloses a system (Figs 1-4) 
wherein the cover (23) comprises an base member (Fig 4) having side members (39) 
extending perpendicular therefrom, wherein the cover (23) is positioned adjacent the 
opening (when 23 is removed) in use (Fig 4), wherein the side members (39) extend 
toward the base (35). With respect to claim 28, Wisniewski discloses that the opening 
(when 23 is removed) is at the top of housing (1 1 , i.e. the specification clearly states 
that the housing 11 is inverted, i.e. upside down. Col 2, lines 49). With respect to claim 
29, Wisniewski discloses a method of protecting contents (i.e. cables) against 
immersion in fluid (Col 3, lines 38-46) comprising placing the contents (i.e. cables) in a 
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housing (1 1 ) defining an internal cavity (inside of 1 1 ) capable of containing the contents 
(i.e. cables) and including an opening to allow access to the cavity (between end walls 
36 & 37 and opposite horizontal wall 35 when cover 23 is removed) and mounting a 
cover (23) to the housing (1 1 ), wherein the cover (23) is capable of cooperating with the 
housing (1 1 ) to define an air reservoir containing a portion of the housing (1 1 ) including 
the opening (inside of 1 1 ), the reservoir (inside of 1 1 ) and the housing (11 ) to prevent 
fluid entering the cavity (Col 3, lines 30-33). 

10. Claims 11, 14, 22, and 24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Schilling et al (Pat Num 6,031,180, herein referred to as Schilling). 
Schilling discloses a container (Figs 20) for containing a connection system for 
interconnecting communication media (Col 1, lines 5-10). Schilling discloses a 
container (10) comphsing a cavity (inside of 80), a loading system (140) mounted in the 
cavity (inside of 80) and comprising two tines (142) extending laterally across the 
container (10), wherein the tines (142) are capable of supporting the connection system 
in use (160, Col 7, lines 4-7), a drive system (150) positioned in a first end of the 
container (10) and coupled to the tines (142) to selectively move the tines (142) 
between a retracted position in which the communication media (i.e. cables) are 
supported in the container (10) below ground level (Col 1 & 7, lines 5-10 & 19-29, 
respectively) and an extended position in which the at least a portion of the connection 
system (160) extends above ground level (Col 1 & 7, lines 5-10 & 19-29, respectively). 
With respect to claim 14, Schilling discloses that the tines (142) are capable of 
cooperating with the housing (10) to define a first cavity (inside of 80, Fig 17). With 



Application/Control Number: 1 0/551 ,868 Page 1 0 

Art Unit: 2831 

respect to claim 22, Scliilling discloses a method of loading a connection system (Figs 2 
& 17), wherein the method includes using a loading system (140) to position the 
housing (160) in the container (10), the loading system (140) comprising two tines (142) 
extending laterally across the container (10), wherein the tines (142) are capable of 
supporting the connection system in use (160, Col 7, lines 4-7), a drive system (150) 
positioned in a first end of the container (10) and coupled to the tines (142) to 
selectively move the tines (142) between a retracted position in which the 
communication media (i.e. cables) are supported in the container (10) below ground 
level (Col 1 & 7, lines 5-10 & 19-29, respectively) and an extended position in which the 
at least a portion of the connection system (160) extends above ground level (Col 1 & 7, 
lines 5-10 & 19-29, respectively), wherein the method includes placing the tines (142) in 
the extended position (Fig 2), positioning the connection system (160) such that the 
connection system (160) is supported by the tines (142, Fig 2) and moving the tines 
(142) to a retracted position (as shown in Fig 17). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 

forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the phor art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 
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12. The factual inquiries set fortli in Graham v. John Deere Co., 383 U.S. 1 , 148 
USPQ 459 (1966), that are applied for establishing a background for determining 
obviousness under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) are summarized as follows: 

1 . Determining the scope and contents of the prior art. 

2. Ascertaining the differences between the prior art and the claims at issue. 

3. Resolving the level of ordinary skill in the pertinent art. 

4. Considering objective evidence present in the application indicating 
obviousness or nonobviousness. 

13. This application currently names joint inventors. In considering patentability of 
the claims under 35 U.S.C. 103(a), the examiner presumes that the subject matter of 
the various claims was commonly owned at the time any inventions covered therein 
were made absent any evidence to the contrary. Applicant is advised of the obligation 
under 37 CFR 1 .56 to point out the inventor and invention dates of each claim that was 
not commonly owned at the time a later invention was made in order for the examiner to 
consider the applicability of 35 U.S.C. 103(c) and potential 35 U.S.C. 102(e), (f) or (g) 
prior art under 35 U.S.C. 103(a). 

14. Claim 12 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Schilling 
et al (Pat Num 6,031,180, herein referred to as Schilling). Schilling discloses a 
container (Figs 20) for containing a connection system for interconnecting 
communication media (Col 1 , lines 5-10) as disclosed with respect to claim 1 1 above. 

However, Schilling doesn't necessarily disclose the drive system including a 
winch coupled to the container to allow for manually operating the tines between 
retracted and extended positions (claim 12). 
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It would have been obvious to one liaving ordinary sl^ill in the art of connection 
systems at the time the invention was made to modify the drive systems of Schilling to 
comprise the manual winch configuration since such systems are commonly utilized for 
moving underground containers between positions because they are cheaper in cost 
and require less maintenance than pneumatic pumps and require no tools to activate 
but rather just an operator pulling a cable in order to move the container between the 
required positions. 

15. Claims 13 and 23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Schilling et al (Pat Num 6,031 ,180, herein referred to as Schilling) in view of 
Wisniewski (Pat Num 3,482,030). Schilling discloses a container (Figs 20) for 
containing a connection system for interconnecting communication media (Col 1, lines 
5-10) as disclosed with respect to claims 1 1 & 22 above. 

However, Schilling doesn't necessarily disclose the container being utilized in 
connection system as disclosed in claim 1 (claims 13 & 23). 

Wisniewski teaches a connection system (Figs 1-4) for interconnection of 
communication media, such as CATV cables or electrical cables which is simple in 
construction, easy to install, provides authorized access to the cable ends but provides 
unauthorized access and provides adequate protection against entrance of water into 
the interior (Col 1, lines 51-58). Specifically, with respect to claims 13 & 23, Wisniewski 
discloses a connection system (Fig 1) comprising an housing (1 1) defining a cavity 
(inside of 10) and including an opening to allow access to the cavity (between end walls 
36 & 37 and opposite horizontal wall 35 when cover 23 is removed), one aperture 
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(bottom opening) extending tlirougli tine housing (11) capable of receiving 
communication media (not shown, Col 3, lines 15-20), one or more connectors (27) 
mounted within the cavity (inside of 10) and being capable of interconnecting 
communication media extending through the aperture (bottom opening, Col 2, lines 30- 
35), a cover (23) capable of cooperating with the housing (1 1 ) to define an air reservoir 
containing a portion of the housing (1 1 ) including the opening (inside of 11 ), the 
reservoir (inside of 1 1 ) and the housing (1 1 ) to prevent fluid entering the cavity (Col 3, 
lines 30-33). 

With respect to claims 13 & 23, it would have been obvious to one having 
ordinary skill in the art of connection systems at the time the invention was made to 
modify the connection system of Schilling to comprise the container as taught by 
Wisniewski because Wisniewski teaches that such a configuration is commonly utilized 
for interconnection of communication media, such as CATV cables or electrical cables 
which is simple in construction, easy to install, provides authorized access to the cable 
ends but provides unauthorized access and provides adequate protection against 
entrance of water into the interior (Col 1 , lines 51 -58). 

Conclusion 

16. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. They are Johnson (Pat Num 5,189,723), Stieb et al (Pat Num 
5,722.204), Volk et al (Pat Num 5,384,427), Foss (Pat Num 5,635,673), Craft, Jr (Pat 
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Num 6,061,975), Kost (Pat Num 3,672,103), and Weinfurt (Pat Num 3,503,025), all of 
which disclose various underground containers for usage with cables. 

Communication 

1 7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to William H. Mayo III whose telephone number is (571)- 
272-1978. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8:30am-6:00 pm (alternate 
Fridays off). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Diego F.F. Gutierrez can be reached on (571 ) 272-2245 or (571) 272-2800 
ext 31 . The fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding 
is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/William H. Mayo III/ 
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William H. Mayo III 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 2831 

WHM III 

December 1, 2009 



